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(Paragraphs 23 through 26) 
/[ 0023 ] 

At this time, a message "the game character B goes 
to a boutique." is displayed on the display device 13. 
The word "boutique" is displayed differently from the 
other characters, i.e., displayed distinctively in a 
different font, color, or with an underline. The 
distinctive word can be selected by the controller 14 
to display an explanation on the screen. The function 
is referred to as TIP. The function of TIP for 
displaying message information read from the recording 
medium 10 or the memory 11 is carried out by selection 
of the word. For example, if the word "boutique" is 
selected, an explanation of the boutique is displayed 
on the screen as shown in FIG. 6. 
[ 0024 ] 

In the message as an explanation of the boutique, 
"main game character A" is displayed distinctively 
(differently from other characters) with an underline 
as shown in FIG. 6. When the "main game character A" 
is selected, a window as shown in FIG. 7 is displayed 
on the display device 13, for example. In the window 
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of FIG. 7 , the scene jumps to the story of the game 
character A at 10:00 AM on a certain date. The 
function of jumping from the story of one game 
character at a point of time to the story of another 
game character at another point of time is referred to 
as ZAP. When the function of ZAP is carried out, in 
the above case, a program of the story of the game 
character A at the time frame of 10: 00 AM on the 
certain data is loaded to the memory 11 from the 
recording medium 10 for reproducing the story of the 
game character A. As described above/ the function of 
ZAP is carried out in the function of TIP. 
Alternatively, the function of ZAP may be carried out 
independently of the function of TIP by selecting a 
distinctive portion (characters in a distinctive color 
or font) in the message during the ordinary progress 
of the story. 
[0025] 

If the scene proceeded to the story of A by 
carrying out the function of ZAP, the font or color of 
the word "main game character A" is changed. 
Therefore, if the story proceeds to the future, and 
returns to the past (the function of returning the 
story to the past will be described later on), the 
user can recognize whether the ZAP function has been 
carried out or not. Further, by changing the color of 
the font of the word if the TIP function is carried 
out for displaying an explanation, the ,user can 
recognize whether the explanation has been displayed 
or not. If the ZAP function was not carried out, the 
story of the game character B goes on". 
[ 0026 ] 

As described above, if distinctive characters 
different from the other characters are displayed on 
the screen, it is possible to select the distinctive 
characters to obtain detailed information, or jumps to 
the story of another game character. 
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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To easily grasp the progress 
of a story by date by constituting a story concerning 
each hero to be capable of loading necessary information 
from a recording medium by the designation of date 
information on progress to execute kinds of operation 
based on a date on the progress of the story. 

SOLUTION: A prescribed value is set to a development 
check flag showing the presence/absence of the 
development of the data provided for a memory by each 
time frame according to the progress of the story of one 
hero to restrict the progress of the story of another 
story based on the value of the development check flag. 
In addition, when the progress of the story is 
restricted, the progress of the story is forcedly 
stopped but a story in the relation of cause and effect 
with the story is made to progress. Until all the 
stories additionally progress to a fixed date to clear 
the development flag, progress after the present time of 
stories already progressing to the fixed date is 
restricted. A part of characters to be picture-displayed 
is displayed to be identified from the other characters 
to read information corresponding to the pertinent 
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